
PAJ – REMARKS  

 

Welcome All 

 

A very busy year for the PAJ 

 

Colleagues, much has been achieved and still there is so much more to 

be done. 

Lots of activities and high levels of participation from Membership 

We had a great series of events starting with National Journalism Week, 

training programmes and workshops, press freedom events, limes and 

get-together for a variety of reasons, some good, some not so good. 

It is clear that there is much work to be done, we can try to pack as 

much as we can into a year, but given the reality that we are all 

employed full-time, our rate of success may never what we envisage 

from the outset. 

There were many battles in the public arena and although we will never 

all agree on the appropriate responses all the time,  I believe we did 

well in ensuring the preservation of the good name of the Press 

Association of Jamaica. 

On the issue of the Press Complaints Council, this is still being debated 

by the Media Association and we await a counter proposal from them. 

Our position remains unchanged; however, we are not unwilling to 

compromise on some areas. 



We had set up an Advisory Council, and thank God we did, as the many 

issues required good counsel and while there were some members who 

fell by the wayside, our chairman and other soldered on. The 

committee was a very important one and we must regroup and re-

establish. 

The Jamaica Press Institute stepped up its training programme during 

the year and you will hear more about this later in the programme. 

Training remains a critical part of the offerings of the PAJ. 

We lost a number of colleagues during the year, and the PAJ ensured 

that each member was publicly recognized for their contribution. That 

is something that we must do. Our welfare programme continued and 

we assisted a few our colleagues who were in need of help. 

We are yet to set up the Hall of Fame, and this will be my major focus in 

the coming year. 

The matter of the Press Club is still in discussion and we should use 

some time at this meeting to air some of the ideas. 

 

We want this to be a short, but vibrant meeting so participate, enjoy 

the fellowship and let’s get on our business. 

 

 

 

 


