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The Jamaica Press Institute is the educational and research arm of the Press Association of 

Jamaica. 

The secretary's report already alluded to the educational activities carried out by JPI last year. 

You would have noted that the educational activities included professional training as well as 

public education on issues related to press freedom, governance and democracy. 

For the second year in a row JPI collaborated with the accounting body, ACCA to present a 

workshop on Financial Reporting. This was attended by some 30 persons from inside and 

outside media. 

The collaboration with ACCA is a model for JPI partnering with other educational institutions. In 

this regard, I wish to announce that the Centre for Political Leadership at the University of the 

West Indies in association with JPI will be presenting a workshop on Accountability in Local 

Government on Saturday, August 27 from 8.30 am to 4.30 pm at the Alhambra Inn in Kingston. 

The workshop is for correspondents and other journalists who cover parish councils and local 

governance issues. Professor Trevor Munroe is the workshop facilitator. The workshop is 

funded by UNDP. 

Two other workshops are scheduled for the remainder of the year: Interpreting Public Sector 

Audit Reports, and Media Relations Skills. The first targets reporters who cover parliament, 

while the latter is aimed at public relations practitioners. 

In the area of research and public education, I am pleased to report that the 'Governance 

Database Project' funded by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), has been 

completed. 

The project entails the provision of five computers with accompanying software, a projector 

and screen as well as the development of the PAJ website. These equipment form the core of 

JPI's information resource. The facility is accessible to high school students, members of the 

public as well as journalists. Users of the facility are currently able to access The Gleaner online 

archives.  We will subsequently subscribe to other databases as the need arises. Stay tuned for 

the official launch of the JPI database by the Canadian High Commissioner. 

Plans are in place for the provision of more physical space here for JPI to facilitate the holding 

of workshops. 



Madam President, going forward we need to institutionalise the JPI, so I recommend that your 

executive name an advisory board soon. 

Thank you colleagues. 


